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So Lawrence made him sit on a mango tree, and posted two guards
below with drawn swords. When the surveyor felt very thirsty and
hungry, he begged pardon of Lawrence, agreed to do the work5 and
sought his permission to get down. After this the man shed this obsti-
nate habit and began to do very good work under Lawrence.
We have heard that in the days of old, a brother was often ready
to die for a brother, a friend for a friend, a mother for a son, sons for
parents and a wife for her husband. But Lawrence acted in this manner
in modern times. His elder brother had been taken prisoner in thq
Afghan War, and was released on parole for a few days by the Pathan Chief,
He was bound to return after the period of parole was over. Considering
that his brother's services were more useful, Lawrence offered to take his
place in the prison. Although the brother refused to agree to the proposal,
Lawrence as good as did it.
While Lawrence was serving as ambassador in Nepal, his kind-
hearted wife spent her days in good works. At that time the two
together erected, at their own expense, a big building at the foot of the
Himalayas for bringing up and educating the sons of European soldiers.
Similar institutions have since been built all over India, and all
of them have been called Lawrence Asylums, In the Sikh War of 1846
Lawrence showed great valour. He readily complied with the orders to
join active service within twenty-four hours, leaving his ailing wife be-
hind. After the War, he did very good work as Her Majesty's representative
in Lahore, for which knighthood was conferred upon him. When in
1849 it was proposed to annex the Punjab, Lawrence alone opposed it
and stood up to a Governor-General of the calibre of Lord Dalhousie.
Though he did not succeed, the Governor-General had so much confidence
in him that he entrusted the main responsibility for work in the Punjab
to him. For he had earlier come into very close contact with the Sikhs
who greatly loved and admired him. It is because of this that the Punjab
was pacified.
But the greatest service rendered by Lawrence was during the Mutiny
of 1857.   By that time his health had broken down and he had already
been   sanctioned   leave.   But on  the   outbreak  of the Mutiny,  he  at
once proceeded to Lucknow instead of availing himself of the sanctioned
leave.  927 Europeans and 765 Indian sepoys were involved in the Siege
of Lucknow.   Lawrence worked day and night and exacted work fron
the besieged men also.  He sat on in his barracks, indifferent to caipioi
fire.   On July 2, 1857, he was  struck   by   a  splinter  from  a  cannoi
shot.  The doctors told him that the wound was. fatal and that he woulc
not live more than forty-eight hours.  In spite of the unbearable pain
he kept on giving orders. He breathed  his last  on July  4, praying
"Oh God! keep my heart  pure,   Thou alone art great.   This worL
of Thine will certainly be pure some day.    I am but  a   child, but i
is- through  Thy  strength that I can  become   strong.   Always teach m
meekness, justice, good-will and peace. I seek not the thoughts of mer